
1 

Civil Society to lobby SADC for 
democratic elections 

 

A high powered delegation of Civil Socie-
ty organizations will this week descend 
on Maputo, ahead of the critical SADC 
heads of States Special Summit on Zimba-
bwe, scheduled for the 9th of June 2013, 
to lobby the regional bloc to ensure free 
and fair elections. 

 

The advocacy mission, which is organized 
under the auspices of CSOs Elections 
Cluster on Political Advocacy, Research 
and Protection of the Vote, led by the 
Zimbabwe Election Support Network 
(ZESN) and the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-
tion will seek to clarify to SADC that the 
ruling by the Constitutional Court for 
elections to be held by July 31, does not 

forfeit the necessity of implementing 
pending GPA and other election related 
reforms in Zimbabwe.  

 

“Our message to SADC is very 
simple, we want them to remain 
true to their commitment to the 
conduct of democratic elections 
in Zimbabwe based on SADC’s 
own Principles and Guidelines 
Governing Democratic Elections, 
and that it will not uphold any 
election and election result that 
is produced from a process that 
is far from meeting these mini-
mum conditions,” said Joy Ma-
benge, Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-
tion, Regional Advocacy and In-
formation Coordinator, who is 
part of the Mission coordinators. 

 

The high powered delegation is expected 
to thank SADC for keeping a pulse on the 
Zimbabwean situation and deliver a peti-
tion to the Heads of State and Govern-
ment in Maputo, while asking for solidari-
ty from regional civil society and part-
ners. 

 

 The petition will speak to the pre-
election environment and whether Zim-
babwe is in compliance of the SADC Prin-
ciples and Guidelines Governing Demo-
cratic elections. 

 

Some of the issues that the delegation 
will highlight include alignment of laws 
with the new constitution, security sector 
reform and conditional funding of elec-
tions in Zimbabwe. 

 

Limitations in the voter registration pro-
cess, the operating environment for civil 
society and SADC’s preparation to ob-
serve the elections will also be some of 
the issues civil society intends to bring 
into focus ahead of elections. 

 

The mission follows in the line of other 
efforts by civil society in the past months 
to convince compatriots in the SADC 
community to help Zimbabwe see 
through its transition to democracy under 
the coalition government formed as a 
result of a disputed election in 2008.  
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Special Summit must emphasize on free and fair elections  

CIVIL society has said that the Southern African Development Community’s (SADC) tenacity and quest for a credible, free and 

fair election will be tested at the forthcoming SADC Special Summit on Zimbabwe slated for Maputo, Mozambique on June 9, 

2013.  SADC leaders met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on the sidelines of the African Union (AU) Golden Jubilee Celebrations last 

month and resolved to convene a Special Summit on Zimbabwe which analysts expect will assist in Zimbabwe’s preparations 

for democratic elections. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Spokesperson Thabani Nyoni said: 

“SADC will have to take advantage of this crucial meeting and show its com-

mitment towards peace and stability in the region. Our expectation as the 

people of Zimbabwe is that the upcoming Summit should review progress 

made by Zimbabwe in implementing the Global Political Agreement (GPA). 

“The SADC Troika communiqué released in Cape Town, South Africa, on May 

10 should be the guiding document where the Troika urged parties to finalize 

the outstanding issues in the implementation of the Global Political Agree-

ment (GPA) and preparations for holding free and fair elections in Zimbabwe” 

They must look at issues which are elaborated in the election roadmap such 

as security sector, media and electoral reforms to create conducive environ-

ment for credible, peaceful, free and fair elections that will ensure security of 

the voter and the vote.” 

 

Nyoni said it was illogical as suggested by the state media that SADC would discuss the issue of election funding without being 

concerned about the political environment and type of election they are supporting. 

 

Authorities in Zimbabwe have been resisting efforts of assessing the pre-election environment by potential funders as shown 

by the refusal of entry into the country of the United Nations (UN) Electoral Needs Assessment Mission (NAM) earlier this year. 

 

The NAM wanted to gauge the situation in the country before considering a request by the government for funds to conduct 

the forthcoming harmonized elections which the constitutional court ruled last week must happen before July 31, 2013. 

 

“Questions should be asked by the Summit why the Zimbabwean authorities accepted support from the UNDP for the 

constitutional referendum only to turn around and say that they will not accept UNDP funding for elections,” Nyoni 

said. 

 

The CiZC Spokesperson said they expected SADC to produce a report on Zimbabwe’s preparedness for the impending elections 

and review its election observation period to allow observer teams to be around for more than the usual 14 days.  

Thabani Nyoni 
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Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) Zimbabwe Chapter 

Director Nhlanhla Ngwenya said SADC will not depart from its 

usual line on Zimbabwe. 

 

“I think the regional body will keep on insisting on 

those reforms contained in the matrix that was estab-

lished in the last two years. 

“If SADC is to be taken seriously they cannot keep on 

insisting on the same things without action and when 

some players keep on defying them which exposes 

SADC as a toothless bulldog. 

“They need to take stern action against defaulters and 

make it clear there will be consequences,” Ngwenya 

said. 

 

Zanu-PF blocked the appointment of SADC representatives to 

the Joint Monitoring and Implementation Committee (JOMIC), 

an inter-party body which could be critical in assessing the 

political environment in the election season. 

 

The MISA Director pointed out that there were efforts in the 

State media through columnists such as “the faceless Na-

thaniel Manheru” to influence SADC to disregard crucial issues 

which are necessary for free and fair elections such as media 

reform.  

Skepticism over fresh Mobile Voter Registration  

CIVIL society has expressed reservations about the new mobile voter registration exercise that was scheduled to commence on 

03 June 2013, saying that it could still be as flawed as the initial Mobile Voter Registration process that was conducted from 

April 29 to 19 May by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC). 

 

The doubts expressed by civil Society are further amplified by claims  that Treasury has reportedly released USD 11.6 million to 

ensure that the new exercise would cover up for the shortcomings seen last month. 

 

Talking to the Crisis Report on Monday – the day the process was scheduled to commence – Election Resource Centre (ERC) 

Director Tawanda Chimhini expressed fear that the process could harbor problems that have already been identified to those 

who want to register to vote. 

 

“We are yet to see the difference.  

“We are at the verge of having another sham voter registration process in terms of information dissemination,” said 

Chimhini. 
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The Constitutional court ruled last week that elections must be held before July 31. 

 

Chimhini said it was important for authorities to realize that the timing of the elections was not as material as the condi-

tions which he said must avoid repeating the 2008 election outcome which the Pan African Parliament (PAP) Observer Team 

stated did not reflect the will of the people of Zimbabwe. 

 

“We need to convince ourselves as a nation that we have addressed all the 

issues that dogged the last election in 2008. 

“The purpose of an election is that people freely express themselves. That 

opportunity should not be constricted by the election itself. 

“There are people who want elections with as little reforms as possible and 

these are the people who will be delaying the implementation. 

“We hear that the Electoral Act is being drafted but if it is not done timeously 

we might have reforms on paper without having them in practice for the next 

elections, The issue of operationalizing new legislation will be paramount in 

the forthcoming election” ,the ERC Director said. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson Thabani Nyoni said: 

“What we are worried about is whether a conducive environment is being created for people to participate.” 

 

Bulawayo Progressive Resident Association (BUPRA) Director Rodrick Fayayo concurred, revealing that people in the city 

were facing an information blackout. 

“We have been trying to engage ZEC since last week so that we help them to publicize the venues, dates and time 

but they have not responded to us. 

“The last time when the process was carried out people only got to know of important information such as the ven-

ues, dates and time three days into the process,” he said. 

 

Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU) expressed concerns regarding the exercise; specifically, the students’ body 

feared students could continue to be sidelined despite having many first time voters. 

“Zinasu demands during  this 30 day mandatory voter registration exercise all institutions of higher learning across 

the country must have mobile centers stationed on campus so that students can easily access the registration facili-

ties,” said Pride Mkono, the Union President. 

 

The new Constitution which President Robert Mugabe assented to on May 22 requires that a 30-day voter registration pro-

cess should be carried out before elections.  

Tawanda Chimhini  


